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admiral who is with Drake knows his way to Panama because he
has been there before; and that at sea they would separate, the vice-
admiral with 30 vessels to go to Panama and Francis Drake with
twenty to go to Cartagena, and if the vice-admiral failed to take
Panama he would return to rejoin at Cartagena.
That when he attacked and entered Cartagena Drake landed at
Hicacos Point because that afternoon two horsemen showed them-
selves there, who went to see what the fleet was doing. Forthwith that
night the enemy landed men there, who followed after the horses.
They were led by Tristan,1 their military commander. They lost
heavily in the assault because from the flagship, where informant
was, twenty men were missing and he does not know how many
from other vessels.
When this Indian landed a Spaniard took him to the house of
Gonzalez, the pharmacist, a Portuguese, and kept him hidden two
days in his house that he might not be seen. Along with this Indian
the Englishman set ashore another (p. 3) named Juan, from Santo
Domingo, who immediately went inland. He does not know where
he is.
He says there were in the fleet many Italians and French and some
Portuguese, and only one Castillian, a native of San Lucar, named
Rodrigo, who had been in England a long time, whence he made
voyages back and forth to San Lucar. There was with him another,
a Portuguese called Melchor, both of whom (when Drake was
ready to leave with his fleet) went to England from San Lucar to
go with him to the Indies, for they were pilots who knew these
coasts. And there was also in the fleet another Portuguese named
Philip.
At La Margarita as a spy Francis Drake left an old Portuguese
called Don Juan and his servant, also a Portuguese, named Francis-
quito. He set him ashore at the mouth of the harbour of La Margarita.
This man was a confidant of Drake's. He is small in stature, grey
beard cut in the usual fashion, dressed in red silk, with cape and
black hat; and the boy is dressed in black, with a cloak of mixed2
material.
Further, in Cartagena he left as a spy another Portuguese named
Francisco who was a seaman aboard the flagship, a man of 27 or 28
years, tall, reddish beard, breeches and cape black, red jerkin.
When the English had gone this man left by the first maize boat for
1 Lieutenant General Carleill was in command.
* Mezflas i.e., mixed in fibre and probably also in colour. Obviously, a cheaper
garment.